CENTRALIZATION AND RESTORATION

to receive and pay in the funds, receveurs and verificateurs de Ven-
registrement (receivers and registrars of duties on sales and inheri-
tances) , and customs officers. The taxes on liquors and the tobacco
monopoly were revived under the name of droits reunis (united
duties) and collected by a special staff. These agents, drawn from
a different part of the country from that in which they exercised
their functions, and almost all paid commission on the sums which
they managed to collect, were interested in increasing the yield
of the tax rather than in favouring the public.

Thus a centralized system of Government agents was established,
in contrast to the system of elective autonomy set up by the
Revolution. The nation no longer had any share in the control
of its affairs or the choice of its local leaders. Frenchmen ceased
to be citizens and once more became subjects, no longer of a king
but of the Government.

This amounted to a partial restoration of the ancien regime} but
with a set of officials differing fundamentally from the former ones.
The pre-Revolutionary office-holders had formed a local aristo-
cracy, partly recruited among the nobility of the robe, which,
feeling itself independent of the central Government, failed to obey
it properly, and maintained local usages detrimental to unity.
The new agents, drawn from the middle strata of the bourgeoisie,
form a national body of officials, recruited from the whole territory
of France, strangers to the part of the country in which they are
stationed, and closely dependent upon the Government, from
which they derive the profession which is their means of subsis-
tence. For the first time the administration of the French nation
was now manned, and justice was dispensed to it, by genuine
functionaries, the docile instruments of the central power; not till
now was it subject to a really centralized system of government.
This centralization, which was as different from that of the ancien
regime as from the autonomous system of the Revolution, has con-
tinued under varying political systems to provide the permanent
structure of public life down to the present day.

A uniform private law, the way for which had been prepared
by the work of the Convention, was definitively established by the
Civil Code, known as the Code Napoleon. It was a compromise
between the customs of the north and the Roman law of the south;
but the customs of Paris predominated in the system adopted for
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